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Fentanyl Act in order to, in one more
way, protect Americans from the dead-
ly scourge of these drugs coming from
China, through Mexico, across our bor-
der and, unfortunately, into the bodies
of those who are dying.

I yield the floor.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair
lays before the Senate the pending clo-
ture motion, which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 585,
Rachael S. Rollins, of Massachusetts, to be
United States Attorney for the District of
Massachusetts for the term of four years.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Patrick J. Leahy, Mazie K. Hirono,
Tammy Duckworth, Jon Tester, Patty
Murray, Debbie Stabenow, Amy Klo-
buchar, Mark R. Warner, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Cory A. Booker, Tammy
Baldwin, Bernard Sanders, Elizabeth
Warren, Gary C. Peters.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. By unanimous consent, the man-
datory quorum call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Rachael S. Rollins, of Massachu-
setts, to be United States Attorney for
the District of Massachusetts for the
term of four years, shall be brought to
a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 50, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 485 Leg.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leapy Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden

NAYS—50
Barrasso Ernst McConnell
Blackburn Fischer Moran
Blunt Graham Murkowski
Boozman Grassley Paul
Braun Hagerty Portman
Burr Hawley Risch
Capito Hoeven Romney
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Rounds
Collins Inhofe Rubio
Cornyn Johnson Sasse
Cotton Kennedy
Cramer Lankford Scott (FL)
Crapo Lee Scott (SC)
Cruz Lummis Shelby
Daines Marshall Sullivan

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Thune Toomey Wicker
Tillis Tuberville Young

(Mr. HICKENLOOPER assumed the
Chair.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vote,
the yeas are 50, the nays are 50. The
Senate being evenly divided, the Vice
President votes in the affirmative.

The motion is agreed to.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The VICE PRESIDENT. The clerk
will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Rachael S. Rol-
lins, of Massachusetts, to be United
States Attorney for the District of
Massachusetts for the term of four

years.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). The Senator from
Texas.

DEMOCRAT LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I want
to take just a few moments to go back
to March of this year. After a very
tough year fighting COVID-19, the
American people had many reasons to
be optimistic about the future. Mil-
lions of people were being vaccinated
every day. The winter surge was fading
away, and travel was slowly ramping
up. Families were able to get back to-
gether who hadn’t seen their loved
ones, particularly those who were the
most vulnerable to the virus. People
were able to visit face-to-face and re-
sume their lives, gradually discovering
what I will call the new normal.

We knew the war against the virus
was not over, but our communities
were well-resourced to keep up the
fight, thanks to the five bipartisan
bills that were signed into law in 2020.

Yes, it is true. Just last year, we
passed five bipartisan relief bills with
broad bipartisan support—in some
cases, unanimous consent support. My,
how quickly things changed. After
President Biden was sworn into office,
our friends on the other side of the
aisle began to view things quite dif-
ferently. Where Republicans saw
progress, Democrats saw, as one House
Member put it, a ‘‘tremendous oppor-
tunity to restructure things to fit
[their] vision.” Democrats tried to cap-
italize on the pandemic to check items
off their liberal wish list. They crafted
a nearly $2 trillion bill that included
some of the far-left’s highest priorities
and tried to brand it as pandemic re-
lief—backdoor funding for Planned
Parenthood, a blank check for mis-
managed union pension funds, money
for ‘‘climate justice”—whatever that
is. Less than 10 percent of the money
for COVID-19 was directly related to
the pandemic, and less than 1 percent
supported vaccination efforts.

In addition to being wasteful and ir-
responsible, this level of spending has
brought with it serious risks. Leading
economists who are Democrats, like
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Larry Summers and Steve Rattner,
warn this level of spending could trig-
ger inflation. Most of the young people
who were not alive during the seven-
ties, during the tremendous inflation
in the country, have never experienced
anything like that or even like what
we are experiencing today. But Larry
Summers presciently warned that this
level of Federal spending could ‘‘set off
[some] inflationary pressures of a kind
we have not seen in a generation.”
Still, our Democratic colleagues
couldn’t be persuaded to change course.

They moved forward with their near-
ly $2 trillion spending bill, and lo and
behold, guess what happened. Well,
Larry Summers was right, and the Fed-
eral Reserve that called inflation tran-
sitory was wrong. We are now experi-
encing inflation at a level we have not
seen in a generation, exactly as Larry
Summers predicted.

In October, inflation hit a 3l-year
high. Consumer prices jumped 6.2 per-
cent compared with a year ago, making
this the highest inflation rate we have
seen since 1990. If you were to ask the
average Texan if they were surprised
by this news, they would say: Not at
all.

Month after month, families have ad-
justed their budgets as prices ticked
up. They are now paying more for ev-
erything from gasoline to groceries,
from cars to Christmas gifts.

And our Democratic colleagues seem
to think the only solution is to add
more fuel to the fire. They put to-
gether a second partisan spending
spree, which will cost approximately $5
trillion. That has already passed the
House of Representatives.

Taxpayers will be disappointed by
what they get for so much money: tax
breaks for millionaires and billion-
aires—that is in the House bill—cuts to
healthcare for low-income and unin-
sured patients, special favors for orga-
nized labor and union bosses, and tax-
payer-subsidized electric vehicles for
the well-off.

Our colleagues have worked dili-
gently, I must confess, on this bill all
year, and this is what they have come
up with. Meanwhile, they have ignored
some of the most basic responsibilities
of governing.

So far, the Senate has not passed any
regular appropriations bills. There are
12 of them that routinely we pass. They
are deliberated in the Appropriations
Committee, voted on, on a bipartisan
basis, and ultimately come to the floor
and pass as part of the most basic func-
tion of governing.

We haven’t done that this year. Our
colleagues have delayed the National
Defense Authorization Act, and we are
just 1 week away from a deadline that
Secretary Yellen has given us for a po-
tential debt crisis. Our colleagues have
failed to do the bare minimum.

Why on Earth are they pouring every
ounce of their time and energy into
this damaging partisan spending spree
when they can’t even cover the fun-
damentals of governing?
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